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Definitions and Terminologies 

The headcount used the following definitions for who should be included in the count: 

a) Children and youth who depend on the streets to live and/or work, whether alone, with 

peers or with family; and  

b) A wider population of children and youth who have formed strong connections with 

public spaces and for whom the street plays a vital role in their everyday lives and 

identities. This wider population includes children who periodically, but not always, 

live and/or work on the streets and children who do not live or work on the streets but 

who regularly accompany their peers, siblings or family in the streets.1 

 

Further, the headcount attempted to differentiate between those that were: 

 

a) Working on the streets: Activities that street-connected children and youth are 

compelled to engage in for survival in the streets. These activities mainly support them 

to meet their basic needs, especially food. In most cases they engaged in such activities 

as car washing and car parking, begging, scavenging, sex work, vending of small goods 

or food. 

b) Living: A situation in which a child or youth spends most of his/her waking hours in 

the streets, meaning his/her survival is controlled by the streets. This definition includes 

street-connected children and youth that permanently live/sleep on the streets and 

street-connected children and youth that could be spending significant time on the 

streets with no responsible adult. The number of street-connected children and youth 

permanently on the streets was verified during the night count, between 8:00pm and 

12:00am. 

 

Each child/youth was counted according to sex and age group: 0-6, 7-10, 11-14, 15-18, or 

19-25. Children/youth also were described by what they were doing at the time of counting.  

 

During day counts, they were broken down in the following categories: 

Fixed business: A business that has a fixed location, but not necessarily a permanent 

structure. This applied to street-connected children and youth that do business at a specific 

spot. 

                                                           
1Committee on the Rights of the Child (2017), General comment No. 21 on children in street situations, New York, UN 
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Moveable business: A business that is mobile. This applied to SCC Street-connected children 

and youth around selling something. 

Begging: Requesting money or food from someone else. This applied to street-connected 

children and youth asking people for money or food. 

Idle: Idle or not trying to make money at the time of counting. This applied to street-connected 

children and youth not engaged in any of the survival activities above at the time of counting. 

This could be children sitting around, playing, walking, or sleeping. 

Sex workers: street-connected youth, mainly girls, who are observed in locations known for 

prostitution, for example outside certain bars and clubs. 

 

During night counts, the above five categories were applied and one additional category was 

added: 

Sleeping: Those who are either asleep or settled in their sleeping areas.  

 

In addition to these basic categorizations, special symbols for children and youth in a particular 

category were noted:  

 Girl who is pregnant  

 With a small child/ children 

 Observable disability 

 Sniffing glue 

 Assisting disabled person with begging 

 

List of Acronyms 

 

CSW  Commercial sex worker 

DCS  Department of Children’s Services 

KNBS  Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 

SCC  Street-connected children and young people 

YGS  Department of Youth Gender and Sports 

CSO                Civil Service Organizations;  
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The supporting organisations 

 

Glad’s House work with children and young people in Mombasa, aged 0 to 30, who are 

deemed ‘too challenging’ by the rest of society: children who others have given up on, children 

living and/or working on the streets, on dumpsites and those in conflict with the law. 

Everything Glad’s House do is part of a street work programme which is rooted in the belief 

that by journeying alongside street connected children and building their self-esteem and 

empowering them to take ownership of their own lives, lasting change can be achieved. Glad’s 

House vision is to provide trustworthy adults for street children who can help them survive, 

protect them and bring them some joy into their lives. Glad’s House is the Regional 

Coordinating Partner for StreetInvest in East Africa. 

 

StreetInvest’s aim is to build a scalable, global response for the world’s most excluded 

children which enables them to grow and develop in the most positive way and minimises the 

stigma, discrimination and abuse that they suffer. StreetInvest’s vision is for a trustworthy adult 

in the life of every street child so that they are safer, better supported and valued by their 

communities. SI aims to promote street work as the most effective way of supporting street 

children and build a global network of partners who share this commitment to street work. 

StreetInvest promotes street work by informing and influencing all stakeholders and supports 

street work through equipping and strengthening our partners. StreetInvest always seeks to 

demonstrate how street work contributes to the safety of street children and their ability to 

access their rights and build their sense of belonging in their communities. 

 

Railway Children Africa is a leading children’s charity fighting for vulnerable children who 

live alone at risk on the streets, where they suffer abuse and exploitation. Children and young 

people run away or are forced to leave their homes where they suffer poverty, violence, abuse, 

and neglect. They find themselves living on the streets because there is nowhere else to go and 

no one left to turn to. The problems they face on the streets are often even worse than those 

they endured at home. Every day we fight to change their story. 
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Foreword 

 

This report is as a result of the collaborative efforts among the Department of Children Services 

Mombasa, County Government, Kenya National Bureau of Statistics Mombasa office, Glad’s 

House, Railway Children Africa and StreetInvest, who funded the count and provided the 

methodology. The headcount report is the first of its kind in the county and was successfully 

completed due to the overwhelming support the team got from the Ministry of Interior and 

Coordination. This report will provide key insights into the number of street-connected children 

and youth living and working in the streets of Mombasa. Further, having an informed 

perspective in the activities that these children are involved in, their sex and age will also act 

as a baseline for future service provisions. The policy makers at both national and county level 

would find this report very useful in the formulation of policies affecting the street families in 

Mombasa. Moreover, similar headcounts can be replicated in other counties to provide 

adequate information on street families. The national census is usually conducted every ten 

years and does not include certain attributes which the headcount can provide. These include 

activity among other attributes. Finally, this report will assist the Government’s plan for 

adequate intervention services to ensure street-connected children and young people in 

Mombasa are safer, better supported and valued by their communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR. PHILLIP NZEGE     MR. BEUTER OBURA      MR. FREDRICK ACHOLA 

      

____________________             _____________________         _____________________ 

   
Director of 

Children’s Services 

County Statistics 

Officer 

Glad’s House 



Street-Connected Children in Mombasa: Results from Headcount December 2018 x 
 

Acknowledgements 

 

Special thanks to Glad’s House and the Mombasa County Government, specifically the 

Department of Children’s Services, Department of Youth, Gender and Sports, Ministry of the 

Interior and the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics. Railway Children East Africa led the 

training and supervision and StreetInvest provided the methodology, analysed the data and 

produced this report. A number of CSOs in the Glad’s House-led Street Work Network funded 

by StreetInvest took part including WEMA, Onesmus, MCK, SDA, Humble Generation, YGS, 

P2P and Stepping Stone. 

The report was made possible with the support of many individuals and organisations. We 

would like to thank everyone who contributed to this endeavour, especially the Mombasa 

County Commissioner, County Statistics Officer, the Mombasa County AAC, Mombasa 

Director of Children’s Services and Kenya National Director of Children’s Services. 

Special thanks goes to StreetInvest for their financial support which enabled production of this 

report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Street-Connected Children in Mombasa: Results from Headcount December 2018 xi 
 

 

 

Map: Location of Mombasa County in Kenya 



Street-Connected Children in Mombasa: Results from Headcount December 2018 1 
 

1. Executive Summary 

Findings from an observational quantitative headcount of street-connected children and young 

people (SCC) conducted in Mombasa in December 2018 are analysed. The aim of the 

headcount was to establish realistic and timely numbers of SCC to reach a deeper 

understanding of the demographics of the population. This in turn should help inform policy 

and practice to implement adequate services to support the SCC. The headcount was funded 

by StreetInvest (UK). It was delivered in partnership with Glad’s House (Mombasa), Railway 

Children East Africa), Mombasa County, Department of Children’s Services (DCS), 

Department of Youth Gender and Sports (YGS), Ministry of the Interior and Kenya National 

Bureau of Statistics (KNBS). 

The main objectives of the study were to determine the number of children and youth aged 0-

24 who are living and working on the streets of Mombasa, to establishing street-connected 

populations in key areas of Mombasa and to establish a baseline against which service 

provision to street-connected children and youth can be planned and monitored. The guiding 

research questions were to answer how many street-connected children and youth are 

permanently living/sleeping in the streets of Mombasa, activities they engage in for survival 

and the sex composition of street-connected children in Mombasa. 

 

The methodology used in the headcount was developed by StreetInvest and has been used in 

other countries including Tanzania, Ethiopia, Ghana, Sierra Leone and India. It is an 

observational methodology which does not rely on sampling or estimates. The data is 

disaggregated by age, sex and activities. Headcounts were done during the day and at night in 

pre-determined areas of Mombasa City over four consecutive days and nights. The operational 

lead was local civil society organisations Glad’s House. The headcount teams included staff 

from the Department of Children’s Services, Department of Youth Sex and Sports and Ministry 

of the Interior, and from local CSOs WEMA, Onesmus, MCK, SDA, Humble Generation, 

YGS, P2P and Stepping Stone. 

A total of 1,757 SCC aged 0-24 were counted in the day count. 1,196 were male and 561 were 

female. More than half of the SCC were in the oldest age-range of 19-24 (53%). 18% were 

aged 15-18, 11% were aged 11-14. Children aged 0-10 accounted for 18% of the total with 

more than 300 SCC of this age. At night the numbers of SCC were significantly lower at 786, 

with 557 males and 229 females. The ratio of females to males was slightly lower at night. The 
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age distribution was similar to the day count, with dominance of the oldest age group at 52% 

of the total, 19% were 15-18, 10% 10-14 and 19% under 10 years of age. 

Of the 1,196 male SCC, 36% had fixed businesses, and 28% had a moveable business. The 

ratio of males that were idle at the time of counting went down in descending order from the 

youngest age group with 72% idle to the oldest with 24% idle. Of the total 34% were idle. 

Amongst the female SCC the proportion of idle was higher with 48% at the time of counting. 

Fewer of the females were engaged in fixed business (19%) but slightly more in moveable 

business (30%). Very few were observed begging, with only 18 males 2%) and 8 females (1%). 

There was also very few doing commercial sex work (CSW) during the day, only 7 females 

were counted. 

At night the ratio of male SCC being idle increased to 60%, which is due to the majority having 

completed their income generating activities during the day. 107 male SCC (19%) were 

observed sleeping, or bedding down for the night. The majority of these were in 19-24 age 

groups, but there were also 33 under the age of 10 sleeping on the streets.  

For female SCC the proportion being idle was similar to the day count (31%) and 23% were 

sleeping. 24% of the female SCC were engaged in CSW with a total of 56 being counted, all 

of which were in the two oldest age groups. 24 under the age of 10 were seen sleeping on the 

streets. Similar to the day, very few were observed begging with only 10 SCC across both 

sexes. 

This data should help inform the planning of adequate intervention services to ensure the street 

connected children and young people in Mombasa are safer, better supported and valued by 

their communities. It is the duty of the government in partnership with CSOs to ensure the 

rights of children on the streets are equal to all other children and that they are able to grow 

and develop so they can reach their potential, and reduce the abuse and discrimination that they 

suffer. 

The stakeholders involved in the headcount provided invaluable input and made 

recommendations stemming from the headcount findings. These include: 

 Ensuring that all SCC are integrated into existing child protection systems at the 

national and county levels 

 All SCC need to be issued identification papers to enable them to seek support of health, 

social and education services. 
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 Targeted support for SCC in 19-25 age range: program of counselling, skills training, 

and employment needs to be developed and implemented. 

 Targeted interventions for the youngest SCC with strong street connections 

 Targeted support for girls and young women engaged in CSW 

 Night street work: the headcount showed much higher presence of SCC and more 

activity than expected at night. Street work teams should extend the working hours until 

midnight. 
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2. Introduction 

The Street-Connected Children Headcount (SCC) was designed to estimate the number and 

collect information on street connected children and young adults aged 0-24 who are living and 

working on the streets of Mombasa. The headcount was commissioned by the Mombasa 

County Commissioner and the Department of Children’s Services. It was implemented in 

collaboration with Department of Youth, Sex and Sports, Ministry of the Interior and 

Coordination of Government Services, and the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics. 

The SCC was a collaborative effort between the National Government Departments, County 

Government of Mombasa and various organisations namely; Glad’s House, StreetInvest and 

Railway Children Africa. Every participating organisation in Mombasa County gave consent 

for the conduct of the headcount. Participation in the exercise involved training and actual 

count. The lead organisation in the headcount was Glad’s House, with technical support from 

StreetInvest and Railway Children Africa. The headcount was funded by StreetInvest. Civil 

society organisations in the Glad’s House led network of organisations working with street 

connected children in Mombasa provided the team that conducted the headcount. Some of the 

organisations represented were; WEMA, Onesmus, MCK, SDA, Humble Generation, YGS, 

P2P and Stepping Stone. 

The undertaking of this exercise was informed by the fact that the state has obligations set out 

under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child  to develop, in partnership with academia, 

civil society and the private sector, systematic, rights-respecting, participatory mechanisms to 

collect data and share disaggregated information about street-connected children; ensure that 

the collection and use of such information does not stigmatise or harm these children; integrate 

data collection on street-connected children into national data collection on children; and 

ensure national data do not rely solely on household surveys but also cover children living 

outside household settings2. 

Estimates for street-connected children in Kenya suggests there may be around 300,000 

children and young people dependent on the streets for their survival spread predominantly 

across the major cities of the country3.  Estimates have increased over time, but they are 

unofficial, has no identified methodology or exact time frames. 

                                                           
2Committee on the Rights of the Child (2017), General comment No. 21 on children in street situations, New York, UN 
3 Musau, A.N. (2014), Insecurity in Nairobi: a case of street children in Nairobi central business district, University of Nairobi  
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Factors influencing the numbers of street-connected children and young people is poverty, 

abuse and neglect. Linked to population growth and rapid urbanisation, the numbers are only 

set to increase without targeted and coordinated interventions. The population of Kenya 

increased from 10.9 million in 1969 to 38.6 million in 2009. A national census is due in 2019, 

and it is estimated the population has exceeded 50 million. More than 40% of the population is 

aged 0-14. Coupled with this is increasing inequality and a very rapid urbanisation currently at 

a rate of 4%/year with a current urban population in excess of 25%, projected to reach 36% by 

20404. 

The constitution of Kenya provides guidelines on human and child rights adopted from 

international treaties including the Convention of the Rights of the Child. The constitution 

states every child has the right to free basic education, nutrition, shelter, health care, to parental 

care and protection, to be protected from abuse, neglect, harmful cultural practices, all forms 

of violence, inhuman treatment and punishment, and hazardous or exploitative labour and that 

a child’s best interests are of paramount importance in every matter concerning the child5. The 

government of Kenya is the duty bearer with the mandate of ensuring those rights are provided 

for. The growing numbers of street-connected children can therefore be seen as the failure of 

the government in protecting and safeguarding the rights of these children. Not having accurate 

and up to date demographics of the population of street-connected children is a major barrier 

to uphold these rights. 

Mombasa is Kenya’s second largest city and the population in the 2009 census was 920,000 

and is now estimated to be more than 1 million. The child population of 0-14 year olds is 33%, 

and has a high youth population with 46% of the total population between 15 and 34. 

Unemployment in 2013 was 13.1%. A total of 46% of the residents have a primary level of 

education only, and 17% of the Mombasa County population have no formal education.6 

Although no counts have ever been conducted in Mombasa, the official government estimate 

in 2013 was as high as 35,000, though other estimates are much lower with a number of 5,000 

in a study on migration of street children in 20097. Glad’s House has consistently estimated the 

                                                           
4 Hope, K.R., Sr. (2012) ‘Urbanisation in Kenya’, African J. Economic and Sustainable Development, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp.4–26 
5 The Constitution of Kenya (2010), National Council for Law Reporting with the Authority of the Attorney-General, Kenya 
6 Kenya National Bureau of Statistics and Society for International Development (2013), Exploring Kenya's Inequality - 
Mombasa County, Kenya 
7 Sorre, B. (2009), Patterns of migration amongst street children in Kenya: An ethnographic account of street children in 
Kisumu Municipality, Lambert Academic Publishing 
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number to be around 3,000. The disparity between these estimates is illustrative of the issues 

the lack of data presents for street-connected children.  

Largely excluded from the national census and often without any form of legal identity, these 

children are exposed to multiple rights violations, through their invisibility and anonymity. 

The report contextualizes the headcount, outlines the methodology applied, explains the field 

challenges encountered, analyses findings at various levels and makes recommendations for 

policy and practice. The analysis and dissemination of this data is to inform the design of 

policies and programmes for street-connected children. 

 

3. Objectives of the headcount 

 

The headcount aimed to:  

1. Determine the number of children and youth aged 0-24 that are living and working in 

the streets of Mombasa 

2. Establish the main activities the street-connected populations in key areas of Mombasa 

are engaged in. 

3. Establish a baseline against which service provision to street-connected children and 

youth can be planned and monitored 

 

In addition, the headcount aims to answer the following key questions: 

1. How many street-connected children and youth are permanently living/sleeping in the 

streets of Mombasa? 

2. What kind of activities are street-connected children and youth engaged in for survival 

on the streets? 

3. What is the age and sex composition of street-connected children and youth in 

Mombasa? 
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4. Methodology 

 

The exercise used StreetInvest’s headcount methodology as opposed to the census. This 

methodology has been recognised as the sector-preferred approach to counting street-

connected children8. The methodology provides a standardised, scalable, rights-respecting 

approach to collecting quantitative data on the number of street-connected children in a 

specified geographical location. The data is disaggregated by age, sex and activities.  

 

In this exercise, six geographical areas were identified. A team of data collectors were allocated 

each zone. The data collectors counted their zones twice. They, then swapped zones with a 

different team and carried out the same exercise. The entire group came together and compared 

the results in facilitated discussions on the numbers and recording information which could 

influence the counting results. They went back to their original zones for the final count, and 

this last round of data collection is considered the final data because at this point the teams’ 

experience, knowledge, and routine is at the most reliable. The previous data is used mainly to 

validate the final findings. 

 

The headcount methodology was pioneered by StreetInvest’s founder, Father Patrick 

Shanahan, in Ghana in the 1980s and 1990s and has since been used by a range of partners, 

including UNICEF, to deliver headcounts in: Democratic Republic of Congo; Ethiopia; Ghana; 

India; Uganda.  The Sierra Leone headcount in 2011 was the first national headcount of street-

connected children that has been conducted9.  Railway Children has further developed the 

methodology and used it for a government commissioned headcount of six major cities in 

Tanzania in 201710. 

 

StreetInvest’s headcount methodology is a process of observation and reflection: seeking to 

provide quantitative data on all observed street-connected children within a geographic locality 

at a specific point in time. No form of sampling, estimations or averages is used.  

 

                                                           
8Consortium for Street Children (2015), Do I Count If You Count Me? CSC Briefing Paper, London, CSC 
9Street Child of Sierra Leone (2012), National Headcount of Street Children in Sierra Leone, London, Street Child of Sierra Leone 
10Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and USAID Kizazi Kipya Project (2018), Street-Connected Children in Tanzania: 

Headcount Findings 2017. Dar es Salaam, Tanzania: Government of the United Republic of Tanzania, Railway Children Africa 
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During the training, the counters determined the criteria used to identify who a street-connected 

child is and therefore who will be counted. Age-ranges and types of activities the children 

engaged in when counted were also predefined.  

 

The methodology requires an in-depth knowledge of the streets and the areas street-connected 

children use to satisfy their life, survival and development needs. Therefore the counting teams 

consisted of people from CSOs and government who have a strong familiarity of the streets 

and the children who are there. Every team had at least one street/ social worker with extensive 

experience of working with the street connected children, who are at ease with, and 

knowledgeable about, the children in the area. This experience of the street connected children 

and the understanding of the location and the culture is crucial for any successful intervention11. 

 

All counters took part in a two day training workshop on the counting methodology, 

observation skills, data collection tools and reflective practice. Challenges and risks and how 

to mitigate them were discussed. Trial counts were done exposing the counters to the reality of 

the streets and these were followed by practicing discussions that are an essential part of the 

methodology. Prior to the trial counts the group discussed and confirmed the definition, age 

ranges and categorisation of activities to be utilised in the count. The teams were trained in 

how to identify the street connected children according to the agreed definitions. 

 

4.1 Scope 

 

The headcount covered the following areas of Mombasa: 

 

1. Maboksini, Moi Avenue & Ganjoni 

2. Fort Jesus, Kizingo, Digo Road & Ali Mazrui 

3. Railways, Turskeys, Bandari & Jubilee 

4. Marikiti, Mwembe, Memon Villa, Tononoka & Bondeni 

5. Mwakirunge dumpsite 

6. Kibarani dumpsite 

 

                                                           
11McEvoy, D, S Morgan, S McCready, J Bennett and P Heaney (2013) ‘Working with Street-Connected Children: A Training Model for Street 

Work Practice’, Practice: Social Work in Action, 25(4), pp233-250 
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Prior to the headcount, Glad’s House collaborated with the Mombasa County, Department of 

Children’s Services and local partners CSOs to identify the counting areas by mapping the 

locations where street children can be found during the day or night. The locations were then 

grouped into zones to be covered by the headcount teams. Areas 1 to 4 were selected for the 

night time counting. The Mwakirunge and Kibarani dumpsites were not included in the night 

counts as the scoping had shown hardly any street connected children are to be found there at 

night.  

 

Annex 1 provides a detailed list of respective areas covered in each city and the associated 

counting teams. 

 

 

4.2 Methodology limitations and mitigation 

 

Headcounting has its limitations. It is very difficult to know that every child living and working 

on the street has been accounted for. What this study represents is the street-connected children 

and young people observed in six key areas of Mombasa at a moment in time.  

 

This method brings the risk of double counting children to some extent because children may 

move between different areas, so they may be counted more than once. Furthermore, children 

may be double counted if they suddenly change activities because different data collectors 

count children involved in different activities. Lastly, because the method is based on 

observation, children’s ages always need to be estimated judging from their appearance and, 

as such, will not always be precise.  

 

The methodology could be criticized for its lack of participation with the children themselves. 

However, adopting a more participatory approach that included street-connected children in 

the counting process would have run the risk of the results being prejudiced by the children 

themselves. For example, a street-connected child may be predisposed to warn friends to make 

themselves scarce during the counting process or mislead the counters as to the areas the 

children frequent.  
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While conducting this headcount, the methodological limitations were considered and the 

following mitigating actions were taken to minimise errors. 

 

Use of local counters: local partner organisations working with street children/youth were 

engaged and government officers joined the counting teams. These counters were already 

familiar with the scene and better positioned to spot street children/youth and to differentiate 

them from children who are just out during the holidays or have come to the city just for the 

day. 

 

Daily debrief meetings: After every counting session, a facilitated debrief meeting was held, 

during which the various teams for both shifts, day and night, met to discuss challenges and 

key areas to watch out for during the next count. 

 

Recording of possible data affecting challenges: Any observation made that could 

influence the count result was recorded and shared with the supervising team, which considered 

the field remarks as analysis proceeded. This process facilitated data validation of extreme 

values and final count results used for analysis. 

 

Training and piloting: All counters underwent a two-day training that exposed them to 

the headcount methodology, data collection tools, and possible challenges and engaged 

them in short practice counts where they employed the newly learned skills. This 

process ensured a uniform understanding of counting categories and methodology applied on 

the ground. 

 

Group interactions, discussions, and consultations: The team was also trained on 

how to do comprehensive observations. The team was given an assignment on how to 

observe and memorize things that they observed. After observations, the team came 

together for group discussion and consulted each other on how to go about the challenges that 

they could encounter during the exercise. 
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5. Field Activities 

5.1  On-the-ground coordination 

 

Field activities were coordinated by Glad’s House and supervisors from Railway Children and 

StreetInvest who trained the counters and supervised the teams. Mombasa County officials also 

played a supervisory role during the headcount exercise, including accompanying Glad’s 

House staff to oversee and support the exercise. 

 

In addition, each group had a leader whose roles were to:  

 Work closely with the supervisor and the group 

 Ensure the group’s timetable was adhered to by each member 

 Ensure that the methodology was correctly applied when walking with the groups 

 Monitor group discussions to ensure team members challenged each other’s 

observations because the richness of the headcount methodology stems from these 

discussions. 

 

5.2  Headcount process 

 

Four day and four night counts were conducted on consecutive days. During counts one, two, 

and four the teams surveyed the same zones/routes they had been assigned to initially; they 

swapped zones/routes for count three. Table 4 illustrates the counting rhythm further. 

 

Table 1: Counting rhythm for the headcount 

DAY COUNTS 

Count Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 Area 5 Area 6 

1 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 Group 6 

2 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 Group 6 

3 Group 2 Group 1 Group 4 Group 3 Group 6 Group 5 

4 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 Group 6 

NIGHT COUNTS   
Count Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4   

1 Group 7 Group 8 Group 9 Group 10   
2 Group 7 Group 8 Group 9 Group 10   
3 Group 8 Group 7 Group 10 Group 9   
4 Group 7 Group 8 Group 9 Group 10   
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During each count, every counter was assigned a single activity category to count. Upon 

completion of the zone/route, the group leaders, who counted across all categories, compiled 

the results in a summary sheet to represent the final agreed results of the particular count. In 

all headcount sites, the day count started at 10:00 am and ended at 2:00pm, followed by a 

debrief meeting. The night count started at 8:00 pm and ended at 12:00am, also followed by a 

debrief meeting. 

 

5.3  Documentation and validation 

 

The headcount results were documented both on paper and through electronic data entry in 

Excel. The former captured both individual counter results and the final summary sheets, and 

the latter captured only the summary results concluded at the end of every count. Annex 2 

shows the paper-based summary sheets. 

 

The first stage of validation took place when the team concluded a final summary count for its 

shift. The summary sheet was filled in by the team leader. The summary sheet was then 

transferred to Excel by the StreetInvest data analyst. The Excel data sheet was shared with the 

supervisory team. All paper forms were scanned for electronic data storage. 

 

Upon completion of the headcount, the paper records (in electronic format) for the individual 

team members were compared with the summary sheet. This was subsequently compared with 

the summary records entered in Excel. In cases of variations between counts, the data collection 

sheets were taken into consideration to select the appropriate final count used for analysis. Only 

minor discrepancies were found in the final data validation process. 

 

 

5.4  Data management and analysis 

 

The counting data was collated on paper forms by each counter in the group. The counters had 

all been assigned a category/ categories to count by the group leader. At the end of a count the 

group leader would transfer the data from the group members to a summary data sheet who has 

handed over to the headcount supervising team. This was subsequently entered into a data sheet 

in Excel by the data analyst from StreetInvest who verified the data by cross checking the data 



Street-Connected Children in Mombasa: Results from Headcount December 2018 13 
 

entered on the summary paper sheet with the data sheets from each group member. Data for 

day four was taken as the final numbers and this is the data presented in this report.  

 

The data from the previous three counts was used mainly for validation of the final findings, 

by comparing the data from the first three counts with the final count data to see if there were 

large discrepancies in numbers. At the end of data collection, the data were cleaned by 

addressing inconsistencies. 

 

After data cleaning, the data were analysed in Excel. The analysis was generally descriptive 

and involved one-way tabulations to obtain the distribution of the counts across categories of 

each variable. A few bivariate analyses were conducted to compare the counts by sex, age, and 

type of activities the street-connected children and youth were engaged in. Results were 

presented in frequency distribution tables and pie charts. 

 

Considering the above constraints and operating under the general rule that the final day’s 

count is the most certain and the night count with the highest number of children observed 

most accurately presents street-connected children and youth, the fourth and final counts were 

selected for further data analysis. 
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6. Results and Findings 

 

This section presents finding of the headcount, it provides summaries of the total finding from 

all areas. Results from each of the six-day count areas and the four-night count areas follows 

are also covered. The activities that these street children are engaged during the day and night 

is also presented. 

 

6.1.  Day Count all areas 

The day counting took place during the day time and targeted all the street families who were 

considered as children. 

 

6.1.1 Absolute numbers 

 

Table 2 breaks down the absolute numbers of all street-connected children and youth counted 

during the daytime in all six areas by sex, age group and category. A total of 1,757 street-

connected children and young adults were observed on the streets. The results of headcount 

show that among the males, the young adults who are over 18 years accounted for 58% of total 

males that participated in the headcount. Similar trend is observed for young female adults.   

In absolute numbers, 692 and 244 of SCC male and female, respectively were in the age cohort 

of 19-25 years. There were 87 boys and 69 girls under the age of 6 observed on the streets. 

 

 

Table 2: Day Count: Totals of SCC in Mombasa by Age Group, Sex and Category 

CATEGORY 
AGE GROUPS IN YEARS   

0-6  7-10  11-14  15-18  19-25  TOTAL 

MALE 

Fixed business 7 14 17 74 324 436 

Movable business 16 13 33 73 198 333 

Idle 63 42 67 73 164 409 

Begging 1 3 8 0 6 18 

CSW 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SUB-TOTAL MALE 87 72 125 220 692 1,196 
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FEMALE 

Fixed Business 11 12 6 10 69 108 

Movable Business 15 24 20 54 55 168 

Idle 41 42 44 32 111 270 

Begging 2 1 2 0 3 8 

CSW 0 0 0 1 6 7 

SUB-TOTAL 

FEMALE 

69 79 72 97 244 561 

GRAND TOTALS 156 151 197 317 936 1,757 

 

For the additional categories only 3 males and 2 females were observed sniffing glue. 13 female 

SCC had a small child, 2 were pregnant and 2 were pregnant and had a small child. 9 males 

and 2 females with a noticeable disability were observed. 

 

6.1.1. Ratios 

 

Table 3 shows the percentages for all SCC counted during the daytime in all six areas as they 

are related by sex, age, and activity. The results of the headcount shows that 68% of the 

counted were male, while 32% were female. 

 

The total day count population of the street children and young adults were also engaged in 

various activities. Out of the total count of 1,196 males, 36% had fixed businesses, while 28% 

had moveable businesses. About a third of them (34%) were idle at the time of counting, while 

only 2% were engaged in begging. Whereas fixed businesses were more pronounced among 

the older SCC (15-18 and 19-25), moveable businesses were more evenly spread amongst the 

age groups. Idleness was more significant among the younger SCC with idleness being 

observed in age brackets of 0-6 (72%), 7-10 (58%) and 11-14 (54%).Majority of the beggars 

were in the age bracket of 7-10 and 11-14. 

 

The trend among female differed in that for fixed business only the 19-25 age group had a 

significantly larger proportion (28%).The 15-18 group had a significantly larger proportion of 

moveable business (56%) and a fairly spread amongst the other age groups. The proportion of 

idle females was higher than that of males (48% versus 34%). Only 8 (1%) of female SCC was 

engaged in begging and 7 (1%) were engaged in CSW.  
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Table 3: Day Count: Percentages of SCC in Mombasa by Age Group, Sex and Category 

CATEGORY 

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS   

0-6  7-10  11-14  15-18  19-25  TOTAL 

MALE 

Fixed Business 8% 19% 14% 34% 47% 36% 

Movable Business 18% 18% 26% 33% 29% 28% 

Idle 72% 58% 54% 33% 24% 34% 

Begging 1% 4% 6% 0% 1% 2% 

Csw 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

SUB-TOTAL MALE 87(7%) 72(6%) 125(10%) 220(18%) 692(58%) 1,196(68%) 

FEMALE 

Fixed Business 16% 15% 8% 10% 28% 19% 

Movable Business 22% 30% 28% 56% 23% 30% 

Idle 59% 53% 61% 33% 45% 48% 

Begging 3% 1% 3% 0% 1% 1% 

CSW 0% 0% 0% 1% 2% 1% 

SUB-TOTAL FEMALE 69(12%) 79(14%) 72(13%) 97(17%) 244(43%) 561(32%) 

GRAND TOTALS 156(9%) 151(9%) 197(11%) 317(18) % 936(53%) 1,757 

Key: figures in brackets are in percentages. 

 

For the additional categories only 31 males and 0 females were observed sniffing glue. 10 

female SCC had a small child, 2 were pregnant and 1 was pregnant and had a small child. Only 

2 male with a noticeable disability were observed. 

 

6.2. Summary of night count all areas 

6.2.1. Absolute numbers 

 

Table 4 breaks down the absolute numbers of all street-connected children and youth counted 

during the night in all four areas by sex, age group and category. A total of 786 street-connected 

children and young adults were observed on the streets. 557 were male, 229 were female. 36 

boys and 42 girls under the age of 6 were found on the streets at night. 
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Similar to the day count, the majority of male SCC counted were aged 19-25 years (298), 

followed by 15-18 years (127). We can conclude that male young adults (over 18 years) 

accounted for more than half of all counted (54% of SCC). This is in line with the findings 

from the day count. Among female SCC, a similar trend was noted, where 107 out of the total 

count of 229 were aged 19-25 years (47%), while 53% were under the age of 18 years 

 

Table 4: Night Count: Totals of SCC in Mombasa by Age Group, Sex and Category 

CATEGORY 

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS   

0-6  7-10  11-14  15-18  19-25  TOTAL 

MALE 

Fixed Business 3 0 3 18 34 58 

Movable Business 0 0 4 12 33 49 

Idle 5 29 46 85 171 336 

Begging 3 2 1 1 0 7 

Sex Work 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sleeping 25 8 3 11 60 107 

SUB-TOTAL MALE 36 39 57 127 298 557 

FEMALE 

Fixed Business 3 2 6 6 17 34 

Movable Business 0 0 1 3 8 12 

Idle 23 20 6 4 19 72 

Begging 0 2 0 0 1 3 

Sex Work 0 0 0 4 52 56 

Sleeping 16 8 10 8 10 52 

SUB-TOTAL FEMALE 42 32 23 25 107 229 

GRAND TOTALS 78 71 80 152 405 786 
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6.2.2. Ratios 

 

Table 5 shows the percentages for all SCC counted during the night-time in all six areas as they 

are related by sex, age, and activity. 71% of the counted were male, 29% were female, giving 

a slightly higher proportion of males at night. At night there was as expected much less income 

generating activity occurring. Of the 557 male SCC, 10% had fixed businesses, while 9% had 

moveable businesses. Nearly two thirds of them (60%) were idle at the time of counting; while 

only 1%engaged in begging. 19% of the total were sleeping or ready to go to sleep on the 

streets. Both fixed businesses and moveable businesses were more pronounced among the older 

SCC (15-18 and 19-25 age groups). Idleness were by far the most significant category amongst 

all age groups except of the under 6 were the majority were observed sleeping (69%). 

Table 5: Night Count: Ratios of SCC in Mombasa by Age Group, Sex and Category 

CATEGORY 

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS   

0-6  7-10  11-14  15-18  19-25  TOTAL 

MALE 

Fixed Business 8% 0% 5% 14% 11% 10% 

Movable Business 0% 0% 7% 9% 11% 9% 

Idle 14% 74% 81% 67% 57% 60% 

Begging 8% 5% 2% 1% 0% 1% 

Sex Work 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Sleeping 69% 21% 5% 9% 20% 19% 

SUB-TOTAL MALE 36 (6%) 39 (7%) 57 (10%) 127 (23%) 298 (54%) 557(71%) 

FEMALE 

Fixed Business 7% 6% 26% 24% 16% 15% 

Movable Business 0% 0% 4% 12% 7% 5% 

Idle 55% 63% 26% 16% 18% 31% 

Begging 0% 6% 0% 0% 1% 1% 

Sex Work 0% 0% 0% 16% 49% 24% 

Sleeping 38% 25% 43% 32% 9% 23% 

SUB-TOTAL 

FEMALE 42 (18%) 32 (14%)  23 (10%) 25 (11%) 107 (47%) 229(29%) 

GRAND TOTALS 78 (10) 71(9) 80(10) 152(19) 405(52) 786 
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The trend among female SCC was similarly low for fixed and moveable business (15% and 

5%) and was also more pronounced in the older age groups. The proportions of idle females 

were significantly lower than for males (31% versus 60%). This is probably due to the 

proportion of females in the older age groups (19-25 and 15-18) engaging in commercial sex 

work who accounted for 24% of the total. About half all young adult female SCC observed on 

the street at night were in this category. 23% were categorised as sleeping, and the proportion 

was quite evenly spread amongst all age groups except 19-25. 

 

6.3. Comparison by sex and age 

 

More than half of the SCC is in the 19-25 age range (53% day, 52% night). The numbers are 

higher for males (58% day, 54% night) than for females (43% day, 47% night). 

More than two-thirds (68%) are male, a difference that is increasingly marked in the older age 

groups. It can be noted that the higher the age, the higher the number of SCC.  

The count gap between male and female street children increases slightly at night, with seven 

out of 10 SCC being male. The proportions of fewer than 6s are 7% of the males and 12% of 

the females.  

 

Figure 1: Street-connected children and youth by age - Day

 

The age distribution is broadly similar at day and night for both male and female SCC.  
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Figure 2: Street-connected children and youth by age - Night

 

 

There are slight percentage increases in the youngest (18%, up from 12%) and oldest (47%, up 

from 43%) female age groups at night. For males, there is a slightly higher percentage of 15-

18 year olds (23%, up from 18%) and a slight decrease in the oldest age group (54%, down 

from 58%). 

 

 

6.4. Comparison by sex and activity 

 

The SCC were categorised according to the observed activities during the count. The street-

connected children and youth are engaging in various activities for their survival in the streets. 

These activities mainly support them to meet their basic needs, especially food. In most cases 

they engaged in such activities as car washing and car parking, begging, scavenging, sex work, 

vending of small goods or food. Those that were not observed doing an income generating 

activity at the time of counting are categorised as ‘Idle’. At night we have the additional 

category of ‘sleeping’.36% of male SCC engages in fixed businesses, while 30% of females 

SCC engage in operating moveable businesses. Only 1% of the females and 2% of the males 

are observed begging on the streets. 
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Figure 3: Street-connected children and youth by category - Day

 

While the vast majority of male SCC are observed as idle (60%) at night, only half that of the 

females are idle (31%). The ratio of males and females sleeping on the streets are of similar 

proportions with 19% males and 23% females. 19% of the males are engaged in income 

generating activity (10% fixed businesses and 9% moveable businesses). For females 20% are 

engaged in fixed (15%) or movable business (5%), and a quarter is engaged in commercial sex 

work (24%). In conjunction with disaggregation by age, sex work is dominated by females in 

the 19-25 age range where half of the total females were engaged in this activity at night. The 

remainder of those observed in CSW are in the 15-18 age brackets. 

Figure 4: Street-connected children and youth by category - Night
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6.5. Comparison by Area 

 

The headcount was done in six different areas of Mombasa during the day, and four areas 

during the night. The following sections analyse the findings from the different areas. 

 

6.5.1. Totals from the day count in each area 

 

The day count shows large variations in the number of SCC in the different areas. More than a 

third (35%) are in area 2.Fort Jesus where 615 of the total SCC are found. Second is area 4 

Marikiti with about a quarter (24%) with 421 of the SCC. The lowest number is in area 6 

Kibarani with only 105 (6%). The remaining three areas has between 162 (9%) to 245 (14%) 

of the total SCC. 

 

Table 6: Summary of Day Count: Absolute numbers of SCC in each area by Age Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The age distribution also varied between areas, though four of the six areas followed the pattern 

of being dominated by SCC in the oldest age group. At the dumpsites the age distribution was 

more even. 

 

AREA 

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS   

 

0-6 7-10 11-14  15-18  19-25  TOTAL 

1. Maboksini 0 0 5 15 142 162 

2. Fort Jesus 63 57 73 118 304 615 

3. Railways 10 13 19 50 117 209 

4. Marikiti  25 19 31 83 263 421 

5. Mwakirunge 37 46 53 35 74 245 

6. Kibarani 21 16 16 16 36 105 
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Figure 5: Total (male and female) Street-connected children and youth by area – Day

 
 
 

 

6.5.2. Totals from the night count in each area 

 

The night count similarly shows large variations in the number of SCC in the different areas. 

However, the area with the majority of SCC is area1. Maboksini with 269 out of 786 (34%). 

Area 2. Fort Jesus has 213 (27%) of the SCC. The remaining two areas has a similar proportion 

to each other with 18% in area 3 Railways and 21% in area 4 Marikiti. 

 

Table 7: Summary of Night Count: Absolute numbers of SCC in each area by Age Group 

AREA  

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS   

0-6  7-10  11-14  15-18  19-25  TOTAL 

1.Maboksini 19 28 28 56 138 269 

2.Fort Jesus 23 20 30 30 110 213 

3.Railways 8 8 5 34 85 140 

4.Marikiti 28 15 17 32 72 164 

 

The age distribution varies between the areas, though the four areas follow the pattern of being 

dominated by SCC in the oldest age group. The average across the areas during the day count 

is 53% in this age group, and it is almost the same at night at 52%. Only area 4 Marikiti has a 
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proportion of 19-25 year olds of less than 50%.  In area 1 Maboksini significant numbers in the 

younger age groups are found, contrary to the results from the day count. 

 

Figure 6: Total (male and female) Street-connected children and youth by area – Night

 

 

6.5.3. Sex distribution in each area 

 

The sex distribution shows great variation between the areas, apart from at the dumpsites where 

it is fairly even, similar to the age distribution. Area 1 Maboksini is dominated by female SCC 

at the time of counting, whereas area 2, 3 and 4 has a much higher proportion of male SCC. 
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Figure 7: Male Street-connected children and youth by area –- Day

 

 

All areas have significantly higher numbers of male SCC during the day than at night. The 

exception is Area 1 Maboksini which only has 58 male SCC during the day, and 

188 at night (see Figure 7 and 8). Area 2 and 4 have the highest numbers of male SCC in the 

19-25 age range during the day. At night the distribution of this age range is more even across 

the four areas. 
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Figure 8: Male Street-connected children and youth by area - Night

 

 

For female SCC (Figure 9 and 10) the numbers are higher at day than they are during the night 

in all areas. 

 

Figure 9: Female Street-connected children and youth by area – Day
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Figure 10: Female Street-connected children and youth by area – Night 

 

 

 

 

6.5.4. Category distribution in each area 

 

The proportion of SCC in the different activity categories varies greatly between the areas. 

The area most active with income generating activities is 4.Marikiti with 39% of total fixed 

business and 29% of moveable, and only a small proportion of SCC idle at the time of counting 

(7%). Area 2 Fort Jesus similarly has high numbers of fixed (33% of total) and moveable 

business (47% of total). In the other five areas the proportion observed idle ranges between a 

third and three-quarters of the SCC. 
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Table 8: Summary of Day Count: Absolute numbers of SCC in each area by Category 

CATEGORY 

AREA    

1. 

Maboksini 

2.  

Fort Jesus 

3. 

Railways 

4. 

Marikiti 

5. 

Mwakirunge 

6. 

Kibarani TOTAL 

Fixed 

Business 
48 180 45 213 48 10 544 

Movable 

Business 
40 235 15 145 50 16 501 

Idle 66 191 148 48 147 79 679 

Begging 1 9 1 15 0 0 26 

CSW 7 0 0 0 0 0 7 

TOTAL 162 615 209 421 245 105 1757 

 

A very small number are observed begging in any of the areas, the total is only 26 across four 

areas, none were begging on the dumpsites. Only 7 are observed doing CSW during the day 

count. 

 

Table 9: Summary of Night Count: Absolute numbers of SCC in each area by Category 

CATEGORY 

AREAS   

1.Maboksini 2. Fort Jesus 3. Railways 4. Marikiti TOTAL 

Fixed Business 7 42 11 32 92 

Movable Business 5 25 12 19 61 

Idle 205 93 44 66 408 

Begging 3 4 0 3 10 

CSW 38 9 9 0 56 

Sleeping 11 40 64 44 159 

TOTAL 269 213 140 164 786 

 

At night the majority are observed idle or sleeping in all areas, which is expected as most SCC 

have finished their income generating activities by nightfall. More than half are in the idle 

category, and about a fifth are in the sleeping category. Some business was being conducted in 

all areas, particularly in area 2 Fort Jesus and area 4 Marikiti. Very few were observed begging 
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in any of the areas, only 26 were observed across all areas and almost all of these were found 

in area 2 and area 4. The majority of CSW were in area 1 Maboksini. 

 

Table 10: Summary of Day Count: Percentages of SCC in each area by Category 

CATEGORY 

    

1. 

Maboksini 

2.  

Fort Jesus 

3. 

Railways 

4. 

Marikiti 

5. 

Mwakirunge 

6. 

Kibarani TOTAL 

Fixed 

Business 
9 33 8 39 9 2 100 

Movable 

Business 
8 47 3 29 10 3 100 

Idle 10 28 22 7 22 12 100 

Begging 4 35 4 58 0 0 100 

Csw 100 0 0 0 0 0 100 

 

Table 11: Summary of Night Count: Percentages of SCC in each area by Category 

CATEGORY 

AREAS   

1. Maboksini 2. Fort Jesus 3. Railways 4. Marikiti TOTAL 

Fixed Business 8 46 12 35 100 

Movable Business 8 41 20 31 100 

Idle 50 23 11 16 100 

Begging 30 40 0 30 100 

Csw 68 16 16 0 100 

Sleeping 7 25 40 28 100 
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Figure 11: Street-connected children and youth by category – Day

 

 

Figure 12: Street-connected children and youth by category – Night
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6.5.5. Summary of each of the six areas 

 

6.5.5.1. Area 1 - Maboksini, Moi Avenue, Ganjoni 

This area is entirely dominated by the older age groups. On the last day of counting no children 

of either sex under the age of 11 were observed. This conflicts with results from the earlier 

rounds of counting were children in these age groups were observed. Overall the total numbers 

were lower than in earlier rounds. The reason for this was the annual Christmas party held at 

the Holy Ghost Cathedral during the last round of counting. Deprived and vulnerable children 

in the local area, including SCC, are invited to the cathedral for food and entertainment. It was 

expected that the majority of under 18s from Area 1 would be attending the party, and the 

results indicate this was the case. In addition a visual estimate by the supervising team at the 

event concluded approximately 150-200 SCC were at the cathedral, a number of these known 

residents of Area 1.  However, this has not necessarily altered the overall results as it is likely 

many of these SCC would have been counted in Area 2 on the way to the cathedral.  

During the day the SCC are engaged in various fixed (48) and moveable businesses (40), and 

the only girls engaged in CSW are in this area (7). At night almost all SCC are idle or sleeping 

and the area has the majority of CSW, 38 out of 56 (68%). Unlike the other areas, more SCC 

are found here at night than during the day, 269 versus 162. 

 

6.5.5.2. Area 2- Fort Jesus, Kizingo, Digo Road, Ali Mazrui 

This area had the highest number of SCC during the day, with more than a third of all SCC of 

both sexes observed in the count. This is likely to in part be due to the movement of SCC from 

area 1 to the Christmas party at the cathedral. It has the second highest number of SCC doing 

fixed business, 180 (33%) and the highest number of moveable business, 235 (47%). 9 SCC 

were observed begging in this area. Nearly 50% (304 out of 615) are in the 19-25 age range. 

The distribution across the other age ranges is fairly even. 63 are in the 0-6 range. 

At night the numbers are reduced significantly with 213 SCC counted. The numbers are low, 

but it has the highest proportion of SCC working at night, with 46% of all fixed business (42) 

and 41% (25) of moveable business. Only 4 are begging and 9 are CSW. 

 



Street-Connected Children in Mombasa: Results from Headcount December 2018 32 
 

6.5.5.3. Area 3 - Railways, Turskeys, Bandari, Jubilee 

Little income generating activities are observed in this area during the day count. Nearly three 

quarters (148 out 209) are idle at the time of counting. Nearly a quarter are engaged in fixed 

business, a very small proportion in moveable business and only 1 is observed begging. More 

than 50% are in the oldest age range (117 out of 209). The area has low numbers in the younger 

age groups with only 10 below 6 years old and 13 in the 7-10 range.  

The age distribution is very similar at night with again more than 50% in the oldest age group 

(85 out of 140) and only a total of 21 of SCC under the age of 14. Nearly a third is idle and the 

area has the highest number of SCC sleeping on the streets with 64 counted. Few are engaged 

in income generating activities with only 11 doing fixed business, 12 moveable business and 9 

CSW. 

 

6.5.5.4. Area 4 - Marikiti, Mwembe, Memon Villa, Tononoka 

During the day this area has the second highest proportion of SCC with a total of 421 across 

both sex. More than 60% are in the 19-25 age range. This area also has low numbers in the 

younger age groups with a total of 75 under 15. This area is very active with very few idle, the 

highest number of fixed business (213) and a high number of SCC doing moveable business 

(145). 15 SCC were observed begging. 

At night the age distribution evens out a bit with just over 40% in the 19-25 range and a fairly 

even spread in the other age ranges. It has the highest number of 0-6 with 28 SCC of both sexs. 

About two thirds are idle or sleeping, 32 are doing fixed business and 19 moveable businesses, 

no CSW are observed. 

6.5.5.5. Area 5 – Mwakirunge 

The dumpsites at Mwakirunge and Kibarani were not included in the night count as the scoping 

prior to the count had shown very few, if any, street-connected children and youth could be 

found there at night. Additionally, there is no lighting at the dumpsites making reliable counting 

there at night extremely difficult. 

 

Mwakirunge is now the main dumpsite for Mombasa. It has a total of 245 SCC across both sex, 

and has a more even age distribution than the central areas. 136 are under 15. Two fifths are 

doing fixed or moveable business, and three fifths are idle. No one is begging or doing CSW. 
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6.5.5.6. Area 6 - Kibarani 

The Kibarani dumpsite has been closed down and is being converted into a public park. There 

are however significant numbers of SCC who are still based there. Some are sifting through 

the old rubbish looking for sellable or useable goods. The age distribution is fairly even across 

both sex, 53 are under the age of 15. The majority, three quarters, are idle. The remaining 

quarter are doing fixed or moveable business. 

 

7. Conclusion and Recommendations 

The most surprising result of the headcount was how the streets are dominated by young adults 

between 19 and 25 years of age. Many of these have been on the streets for a number of years 

and is the clearest sign of the failure of the social and child protection system. They constitute 

a group no civil society organisation or government department is focusing on as they are seen 

as too difficult to work with. A significant number in this age range are likely to be homeless 

and sleeping on the streets at night on a full time basis. However, the numbers of younger SCC 

are of course also a huge cause of concern. Without targeted and appropriate support many of 

these will grow up to join the group of young homeless adults on the streets. 

Below follows a set of recommendations to work towards ensuring the rights of the street 

connected children and young people on the streets of Mombasa and at the dumpsites: 

 Ensuring that all SCC are integrated into existing child protection systems at the 

national and county levels 

 All SCC need to be issued identification papers to enable them to seek support of health, 

social and education services. 

 Targeted support for SCC in 19-25 age range: program of counselling, skills training, 

and employment needs to be developed and implemented. 

 Target interventions for the youngest SCC with strong street connections 

 Targeted support for girls and young women engaged in CSW 

 Night street work: the headcount showed much higher presence of SCC and more 

activity than expected at night. Street work teams should extend the hours until 

midnight. 

 Mwakirunge: increase the presence of street work at the dumpsite and target the SCC 

of school going age (under 15s) with education, health and sports. 
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Annex 1 Counting Zones, Groups and Counters 

DAY COUNTS 

 

Group Names of Counters Zone Areas 

Covered 

Swapping 

Group 1 1.Johanes Odhiambo (Glad’s 

House) 

2.Kelvin Mugwanga (Glad’s 

House) – Team Leader 

3. William Amere (SDA) 

4.Alex Esau (P2P) 

5. Zamzam Abdi 

Maboksini Maboksini, 

Moi Avenue 

& Ganjoni 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 1 & 2 

Group 2 1.Beatrice Akumu (Glad’s House) 

2.Dennis Laisa (Glad’s House) 

3. Swabrina Yusuf (YGS) 

4.Nicholas Otieno 

5.Irene Munyoki (Interior Ministry) 

6.Joseph Odero (YGS)-Team 

Leader 

Fort Jesus Fort Jesus, 

Kizingo, 

Digo Road & 

Ali Mazrui 

Group 3 1.Janet Otieno (Glad’s House) 

2.Cirillo Muriungi (MCK)-Team 

Leader 

3.Garama Mweni (Onesmus) 

4.Robert Kariuki (P2P) 

5.Jacinta Otieno (YGS) 

Railways Railways, 

Turskeys, 

Bandari & 

Jubilee 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 3 & 4 

Group 4 1. Irene Otieno (Stepping Stone) 

2. Catherine Kelly (MCK) 

3. Zachary Mutembei 

(Inspectorate/P2P)-Team Leader 

4. Martin Ndaa 

5. Liz Mnengwa (Glads House) 

Mwembe 

Tayari 

Marikiti, 

Mwembe, 

Memon 

Villa, 

Tononoka & 

Bondeni 

Group 5 1.Wycliffe Ndege (Glad’s House) 

2.Richard Chando (Wema)-Team 

Leader 

3.Benard Gitari (Wema) 

4.Mkono Mkono (Humble 

Generation) 

5.Pamela Okal (Glad’s House) 

Mwakirunge Mwakirunge  

 

 

 

Group 5 & 6 

Group 6 1. Joseph Kuya 

2.Jelle Abdul (Glad’s House)-Team 

Leader 

3.Nasra Abdul Razak 

4.Ivan Safari (SDA) 

5. Elizabeth Njoroge (Inspectorate) 

Kibarani Kibarani 
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NIGHT  COUNTS 

 

Group Names of Counters Zone Areas 

Covered 

 

Group 7 1.Kelvin Mugwanga (Glad’s House) 

-Team Leader 

2.Jelle Abdul (Glad’s House) 

3.Johanes Odhiambo (Glad’s House) 

4.Cirillo Muriungi (MCK) 

5. William Amere (SDA) 

6.Mkono Mkono (Humble 

Generation) 

7.Joseph Odero (YGS) 

8. Martin Ndaa 

Maboksini Maboksini,M

oiAvenue & 

Ganjoni 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 7 & 8 

Group 8 1.Wycliffe Ndege (Glad’s House) 

2.Janeth Otieno (Glad’s House) 

3.Jacinta Otieno (YGS) 

4.Richard Chando (Wema) -Team 

Leader 

5.Robert Kariuki (P2P) 

6.Nick N (YGS) 

7.Pamela Okal (Glad’s House) 

Fort Jesus Fort Jesus, 

Kizingo, 

Digo Road & 

Ali Mazrui 

Road 

Group 9 1.Garama Mweni (Onesmus) -Team 

Leader 

2.Dennis Laisa (Glad’s House) 

3.Beatrice Akumu (Glad’s House) 

4.Irene Otieno (Stepping Stone) 

5.Alex Esau (P2P) 

6.Benard Gitari (Wema) 

7.Elizabeth Njoroge (Inspectorate) 

8.Irene Munyoki (Interior Ministry) 

Railways Railways, 

Tuskeys 

Bandari & 

Jubilee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 9 & 

10 

Group 10 1.Zachary Mutembei 

(Inspectorate/P2P) -Team Leader 

2.Kuya (Glad’s House) 

3.Liz Mnengwa (Glad’s House) 

4.Catherine Kelly (MCK) 

5.Irene (Glad’s House) 

6.Swabrina Yusuf (YGS) 

7.Ivan Safari (SDA) 

8.Kibibi (YGS) 

Mwembe 

Tayari 

Markiti, 

Mwembe 

Tayari, 

Memon 

Villa, 

Tononoka & 

Bondeni 
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Annex 2 Summary sheets 
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