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1. Introduction 

The Kumasi headcount of March –April 2013 is part of the Barclays Ghana funded initiative 

Empowering street girls, building life skills. The project is unique in its wish to recognise the potential of 

girls, combining life skills support with strengthening girls’ existing entrepreneurial skills so that they 

can fulfil their full potential as positive contributors to the future of their communities.  It aims to 

address attitudes towards street girls in Kumasi by training local community members and builds on 

the network established during the first phase of Project Ashanti supported by Barclays from 2010 – 

2011. The first stage of this initiative was the headcount of street children in Kumasi.   

Children in Ghana migrate south due to poverty and lack of economic opportunities. In 2011, it was 

estimated that there were up to 5,000 in the central market area of Kumasi alone. To get more 

accurate figures of the street child population to inform the planning of street work and a strategic 

response amongst the local stakeholders, a headcount in central Kumasi was carried out as the 

starting point for Phase 2 of Project Ashanti – ‘Empowering Street Girls, Building Life Skills’, funded by 

Barclays Ghana.  

The headcount was done over two weeks from 22 March to 3 April. The headcount was coordinated by 

Muslim Family Counseling Services (MFCS) in partnership with StreetInvest and was led by two of 

StreetInvest’s global trainers, Tijani Mahmoud and George Bobson Quaker. Headcounts using this 

methodology have previously been delivered by StreetInvest in Ethiopia, Sierra Leone and Tanzania. 

Headcount teams comprised of staff from MFCS, Street Children Development Foundation, Street 

Children Project Kumasi, Centre for Youth and Literacy Development and Resource Link Foundation.   

The headcount found 7,831 street connected girls and boys in central Kumasi, of which 649 live 

permanently on the street. Unusually for a street child population, the team counted a high number of 

girls compared to boys: 5455 girls and 2376 boys. Girls are drawn by the promise of work to become 

‘kayeye’. The work is hazardous and haphazard; street girls have little access to food and secure 

shelter and are extremely vulnerable to violence, drug abuse, pregnancy and health issues. Despite 

performing a key economic function in the markets, street girls are often stigmatised as a result of their 

‘street connectedness’.   
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1.1 Map of the Head Count Zones in Central Kumasi  

The below map show the four zones where the headcount took place. The numbers in the boxes are 

the total number of street connected girls and boys counted in each zone. See section 4.8 for a further 

breakdown of the zones.  
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  2. Street Connected Children in Kumasi
 

Kumasi is the commercial, industrial and 

cultural capital of Asenteman, Ashanti 

region.  

It has a population of 1,773,0001 people 

with a density of 5,800 per km2. It is 

among the wealthier cities in Ghana due 

to large gold deposits being mined in the 

area. The city’s major exports are gold, 

cocoa and hardwood, and Kumasi has 

50% of the timber industry in the country. 

Much of the shopping and trading activity 

in the city takes place in and around 

Kejetia Market and Adum. These areas 

are central to the headcount as many of 

the city’s street-connected children can 

be found here. 

Location of Kumasi, Ashanti region, 

Source: The World Factbook, CIA 

Although poverty tends to be a key driver 

in a child’s decision to live and/or work 

on the street in Kumasi, the situation is 

complex; some typical push and pull factors identified in Kumasi are outlined below. Despite 

similarities among children’s situations, it is acknowledged that no child’s story is the same.  

 

2.1. How and Why This Situation Has Come About 

 a. Lack of development in the North  
For both adults and children, the cities of the South of Ghana represent economic and social 

opportunity. Investment (both private and government) tends to take place in the South, leaving 

the Northern regions of Ghana disproportionately underdeveloped. Technology in the North is 

scarce and in some villages, water and electricity remain problematic and the possession of a 

mobile phone still unlikely. Typically, a fellow villager will migrate to a city for work and return 

later, complete with mobile phone and nice clothes. The harsh realities of urban life may not be 

spoken of and individuals expect a new life in the city to be one of relative wealth and new 

possessions. 

 

                                                           
1
 The World Factbook, CIA, online:  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gh.html

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gh.html
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 b. Lack of education  

Although primary education is theoretically free, there are maintenance and uniform costs as 

well as fees for resources/school books. The quality of education also tends to be poor in 

remote areas, not only because resources are scarce but because there just aren’t enough 

schools or teachers to cater for the number of children living in such communities. Yet, 

research suggests that education is one of the best tools to lift families out of poverty as it 

improves future employment opportunities and can help to break the intergenerational poverty 

cycle. Many parents in the North remain un- or under-educated and may not recognise the 

importance of education. For some families, though, sending their children to school is not an 

option, either because they do not have the funds or because they need to earn income by 

sending the child out to work. It must also be noted that although JHS is compulsory by law, 

the government do little to monitor or enforce this.  

 

 c. Poor access to healthcare  

Access to healthcare is also poor in Northern Ghana since there are very few hospitals and 

doctors surgeries, not to mention doctors. In 2009, whilst in Accra there was one doctor per 

5,103 citizens whilst in the Northern Region, there was one doctor per 50,751 citizens2. The 

situation is similar with regards to nurses and other health professionals.  

 d. Cultural set-up/Tradition  
In Northern Ghana, young girls marry fairly early and are encouraged to save money to buy 

household items to present at their marriage ceremony. 1000 or 2000 GHC is a typical amount 

of money to spend and the items purchased are meant to impress the community so it is seen 

as a kind of competition. The average marrying age is around 16 or 17 years old so this tends to 

explain why most of the girls on the street are between the ages of 10 and 15. Some girls also 

run away from home due to arranged marriages which are still quite common in some Northern 

villages.  

 e. Broken homes and family breakdowns  
Broken homes or a family breakdown (divorce, separation, single parenthood) are other 

common reasons why children find themselves on the street. Sometimes, the single parent can 

no longer support them or after their parents’ divorce, they are abused or beaten by their new 

step-parent.  

 f. Poor access to land  
Since agriculture is the primary industry in the North, if one has no access to land, life can be 

extremely hard. This is another reason why families and/or children migrate to the streets of 

Kumasi and other cities. Land is passed down through male generations in a lot of Northern 

communities so in cases of divorce, or the death of the father, the women are left with little.  

 

 

                                                           
2 Mobility of Health Professionals (MoHProf). (2011). National profile of migration of health professionals, International Organisation for Migration. 

Available [Online]: http://www.mohprof.eu/LIVE/DATA/National_profiles/national_profile_Ghana.pdf [Accessed 5th February 2013]  
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2.2. Girls and boys living and/or working on the streets of Kumasi 

 a. Girls: The girls tend to be migrants from Northern Ghana and are commonly referred to as  
‘kayaye’ (head porters). Other income-generating activities such children partake in include 
cleaning dishes in chop bars and prostitution (which is seen to be transactional). Whilst some 
are born on the street or have migrated with their families, the vast majority travel alone from 
the Northern regions of Ghana. Typical areas of origin for the girls are Guan (Gonja), Dagomba, 
Mampusi and Kusasi. Some of the girls have boyfriends for protection/support. Girls tend to 
sleep in groups in a different area from where they work (the Central Market areas), in slum 
areas such as Asawasi, Asafo and Bombay. 
 

 b. Boys: Unlike the girls, the majority of the boys living/working on the streets of Kumasi are from  
surrounding villages and regions. Few are actually from Kumasi (runaways) and they are less 
frequently born onto the street. Typical jobs for the boys include working as mates (drivers’ 
assistants) in tro-tros, selling ice-creams, shoe shine, washing windows and unloading/loading 
trucks. Typical areas of origin for the boys are the Ashanti region, Brong Ahafo, Central region 
and there are also some Ga, from Greater Accra. However, many of the boys you encounter in 
Kumasi are Bono (from Brong Ahafo, to the North of the Ashanti region). Boys tend to sleep in 
the same areas that they work, such as in and around Pampaso/Kejetia lorry park. These are 
very popular sleeping places for the boys.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



7 
  

 3. Methodology 

Head counting is an exercise in observation and so it is based on looking, listening and learning on the 

streets where children live, move, socialise and survive. It is an exercise wholly dependent on the 

workers’ knowledge of the street they work in and their ability to observe. The process takes time - an 

agency may be told that to head count two market areas will take three working weeks. The agency 

may be concerned that this is too long and opt for local university students to help his workers finish 

the job earlier. Wrong. This is not an exercise in numbers; it is an exercise in observation that will lead 

to some realistic numbers. It demands knowledge of the markets and knowledge of street children. 

There is no easy, quick fix technique. It is a careful research into how many children are in area A and 

area B. Therefore, the emphasis is on looking, absorbing and counting each street child they see. The 

research technique is to observe and learn and to speak very little. Obviously where the street worker 

knows and is known to children, he/she will greet them and engage with them. The job, however, is to 

watch and count heads and note down numbers, to engage in the counting carefully and methodically 

and avoid cutting corners.  

Street workers, or those who have worked with street children and who understand street children’s 

lives, are trained in observation, counting and group-work/facilitation skills prior to the actual 

headcount. Participants are divided into teams and each team counts children in agreed key areas of 

the town/city where street children are located. The duration of the headcount is determined by the 

size of the town or city in which the headcount is taking place, so some headcounts take four weeks 

whilst others take ten days. Teams swap over locations so that each teams’ count is checked. From 

here, group discussion is crucial to compare and contrast numbers of street children observed. This is 

made easier by agreeing how to describe street children and their activities on the street eg casual 

work/begging/fixed business etc. Only 

once all the teams agree the numbers 

for each area can the numbers be 

confirmed. This method differs from 

other methodologies in that it focusses 

purely on observation and does not ask 

children to complete questionnaires, 

neither does it encourage street 

workers to interview the children on the 

street as they work. The approach is 

balanced with the need to make a 

given community aware of what is 

happening around the time of the 

headcount so that the process is 

viewed transparently by community 

members.  

 

 

Head count team in Kumasi, Ghana 
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“The head 

counting process 

was educative 

and exploratory” 

Mohammed Ebib Jalil, 

Social Worker, MFCS 

 

“The Kumasi 

headcount was a 

remarkable 

experience in 

streetism” 

Habib Ali Gali, Centre for 

Youth and Literacy 

Development 

 

Head counting is not an exact science nor is it a statistical exercise. But it is a 

serious piece of observation used as a tool of social research and 

measurement. Effective head counting, using a methodology that is 

reflective and uses the skills of street workers who are familiar with the 

environment of the street child, can result in a clearer identification of 

the number of children on the street and their movements and 

activities. The process of observation in counting children at night can 

reveal places in the city where young girls congregate or are forced to 

congregate in order to take part in a sex work trade. It can inform more 

targeted programme interventions to address street children’s realities and 

needs.  

The method takes into account the mobility of children with the caveat  that the 

headcount is a snapshot at a given period of time and that street children, 

by their very nature, cannot be confirmed as ‘belonging’  to one specific 

area for any more than the period of the headcount.  By doing the 

counting at different times, the headcount team can get a more true 

reflection of the numbers of children in the varying categories on the 

street. Teams spend extended periods of time on the street, going out 

at different times of the day and night and at weekends /key nights 

where specific events that may impact on numbers are observed. 

Guidelines are clearly defined in advance so that StreetInvest trainers 

and team leaders take all steps necessary to keep authorities and 

community members informed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kumasi Head Count Team 
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 4. The Kumasi Head Count Process 
 

4.1. Observation  

 “Count what the eye sees”  

The counting was done in three stages, lasting nine counting days in all. This was done so that one 

group verified figures from the other group’s first count as a means of scrutinizing the process; all 

groups figures were checked and probed. The groups then met after the swapping stage to discuss the 

figures, justifying any differences found. This allowed clarification from group leaders and team 

members, under the supervision of the two trainers supervising the head count process.  The process 

prepared each group for the third and final round of counting, taking into consideration the outcomes of 

the group meeting. It is the figures from the third count that are accepted as final because both the first 

and second figures will have been analyzed and scrutinized, with all areas of doubt and other 

challenges clarified.  

4.2. Group Interactions, Discussions And Consultations 

Headcounters in the Central Kumasi team were encouraged to discuss, consult and support each 

other in order to assess either the age of a street child or the category they best fit into (eg involved in 

fixed business) where it was difficult to determine by observation. Additionally, team leaders were 

encouraged and empowered to make phone calls to the two trainers supervising the process where 

help was needed at any stage of the counting. Each team was visited by the trainers during the 

counting stages to ensure there were no difficulties and that the counting was in steady progress. 

During these interactive visits, team leaders and members were asked about challenges, issues or 

problems that needed clarification or support, during which they also had the opportunity to ask 

questions. From all indications, this move proved to be a very strong motivation to the headcounters, 

leading to more confidence in the counting process and determination to press on to the end. 

4.3. Challenges & How The Issues Were Resolved 

Team members were upfront about not knowing all the answers, and clearly demonstrated their inter-

dependence on each other and the trainers supervising the process. During the first phase of counting, 

some challenges were faced by the teams - internal group consultations failed to produce answers, 

which prompted further action. However, a strong sense of teamwork prevailed, with both team leaders 

being available in person and by phone so that issues coming up were addressed,  conflict avoided 

and a high morale kept on track. Group meetings were also held, during which all figures from the first 

and second counting were displayed and discussed. These discussions also brought out the main 

reasons for the differences in figures according to the counters as well as other issues that would need 

clarification before the third and final counting could commence.  
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The issues that needed clarification during the first and second counting were resolved as follows: 

 Understanding whether a shoe-shine boy was a casual worker or doing movable business: 

o If a boy is identified as a shoe-shiner, whether moving from one place to another or not, he 

should be classified as a casual worker. 

 Whether the Kayaye (load carriers) waiting by the road side could be classified as jobless or casual 

workers: 

o If a girl under eighteen is identified as Kayaye, but is waiting by the road side she should be 

classified as a casual worker. 

 Differentiating the jobless child from one doing some form of casual work: 

o A child doing any form of work, rather than selling or leading beggars on the street at the 

time of counting should be counted as a casual worker. (Accepting the statement that not all 

casual work is done for money). On the other hand, a child identified as doing nothing 

absolutely rather than just moving around, sitting or standing idle at the moment of counting 

should be classified as jobless. 

 Differences between moveable business and casual workers: 

o Any child identified as selling small goods like ice water or other perishable or non-

perishable items, and moving from one place to another should be classified as doing 

movable business, while a child identified as doing some form of manual work but not selling 

is doing casual work. 

 Whether a baby on the back of a Kayaye under 18 years should be counted or not: 

o A Kayaye identified as doing casual work under the age of eighteen years carrying a baby 

on her back should be counted together with her baby because she is not an adult to provide 

adequate protection for the child. On the other hand, babies carried on the back of adult 

Kayaye’s should not be counted because the baby is considered to be under adequate adult 

protection for the purpose of the headcount. 

 Counting children permanent on the street as early as 8:PM. (Night counting) 

o During the first and second night-counting of children permanently on the street, head 

counters after consultation with those overseeing the process, were encouraged to count 

children found on the street from 8:PM-10PM. It was clear to all that some children still on 

the street at the early hours of the night might return home. However, the groups were told 

to start night counting as early as 8: PM due to security instability in some parts of the city 

centre. From internal consultations, it was agreed that those children counted in the early 

hours of the night will be classified as children whose lives are influenced by the night on the 

street rather than children living permanently on the street. 

 Counting children living with parents who sell all night on the street (Night counting) 

o Children who could be seen with or around parents who sell all night on the street should be 

counted as being permanently on the street. 

 Should community children playing in front of a neighboring house be counted at night? 

o Team leaders and members were encouraged to do more observation; and in the case 

where it is not late in the night and they are clear that the children are playing near the 

household they belong to, such children should not be counted. (The power of observation 

should be used to determine such cases).  
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Overall, by the end of the first and second counting sessions, headcount teams were clearer on most 

of the issues that came up.  Timely intervention of trainers and their close interaction with headcount 

teams during the counting process enabled this to happen. 

4.4. General Group Meeting & Outcomes 

All groups met after the second phase of counting and figures for both rounds of counting were 

displayed and critically assessed by all, with the two trainers facilitating the discussions. This helped 

the preparations for the third and final phase of counting. 

The process of scrutiny started with the team leaders and group members being asked to explain or 

clarify the reason for the differences in figures from category to category, and then the final figures. 

The following were the reasons given for the high figures during the first counting: 

 Streets are more full and busy during weekends when children are not in school, and that was 

when the counting started. 

 There was a teacher’s strike on the Friday, the first day of the counting - schools were closed and 

so numbers of children on the street on that day were high. 

The following were the reasons given for the low figures during the second counting after the groups 

swapped. 

 The teachers’ strike had been called off and children were back in school 

 There was a heavy police presence and swop in some counting areas that affected the movement 

of people in general. During such periods, some street children go into hiding. 

Discussing further the differences in figures by category, below are the justifications given: 

 The number of casual workers in a particular area, especially the Kayaye who are in majority, is 

sometimes determined by news of available jobs in different areas of the city, and they often move 

in groups. 

 Children doing movable business move from one area to another and therefore, the figures change 

with time 

 Some children counted as doing fixed business may not be counted if the child is with an adult at 

the moment of counting. NOTE: Children seen to be under safe adult protection are not counted 

during the day. 

 Those children counted as jobless are also not static and therefore, their movement affects figures 

 The Chadian refugee children begging on the streets were not counted if they were deemed to be 

near their parents or other relatives. 
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4.5. General Caution And Clarification Of Issues 

To effectively prepare participants for the third and final phase of the head counting, a general 

clarification was made on all issues discussed in the meeting. The groups were also cautioned and 

encouraged to apply the ninety degrees turn around at all times as they count. Below are the 

clarifications made: 

 The Chadian children moving around begging should be counted in the beggars category 

 A child leading a blind person or someone suffering any other handicapped should be classified as 

children begging 

The groups were also cautioned to: 

 Improve on their observation skills for better judgments 

 Move a bit slower during counting in densely populated areas 

 Encourage inter-group swapping when necessary 

 Fully cooperate until the end of the exercise 

 Maintain the group discussions and team member support 

 Be time conscious and aware of boundary demarcations 

 Report any unfavorable situation that might affect the counting process 

 

4.6. Final Night Counting Agreement And Planning 

From the outcomes of the first and second night head counting in the early hours of the night, 8: PM-

10: PM, it was generally accepted between the two trainers, group leaders and their teams that most of 

the children counted could not be referred to as being permanent on the street, but rather, those 

whose lives are being influenced by the night on the street. The main reason for the early hours of 

counting was the security instability in some parts of the town as there were frequent police raids 

searching for some armed robbers who were causing serious trouble for three nights in a row in some 

parts of the city where head counting was to be done both during the day as well as the night. 

Police raids during the time period of the headcount meant that the night-counting process was closely 

monitored.  After police raids ceased, night counting was done again. In the end, effective counting 

was done in all identified areas from 10pm till about 1am. 
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 5. The Kumasi Head Count Results 

The headcount that was done over two weeks from 22 March to 3 April and found a total of 7,831 

street-connected girls and boys in central Kumasi, representing 0.44% of the population of 1,773,000. 

Of these, 649 live permanently on the streets.  The total figures for the headcount were as follows: 

  

NON-DISABILITY 
WITH 

DISABILITY 
    0 to 5 6 to 18 0 to 5 6 to 18 SUB TOTAL 

  CATEGORIES M F M F M F M F M F TOTAL % 

FIXED BUSINESS 86 140 283 547 0 0 0 0 369 687 1,056 13.48 

MOVABLE 
BUSINESS 2 2 566 1364 0 0 0 0 568 1,366 1,934 24.70 

JOBLESS 
21
0 240 893 863 0 0 0 0 1,103 1,103 2,206 28.17 

CASUAL 
WORKERS 2 1 311 2149 0 0 0 0 313 2,150 2,463 31.45 

BEGGERS 1 5 21 13 1 0 0 0 23 18 41 0.52 

PREGNANT 
GIRLS 0 0 0 40 0 0 0 0 0 40 40 0.51 

CSW (NIGHT) 0 0 0 91 0 0 0 0 0 91 91 1.16 

PERMANENT ON 
THE STREET * 55 76 257 261 0 0 0 0 312 337 649 8.29 

GRAND TOTAL 
30
1 388 2,074 5,067 1 0 0 0 2,376 5,455 7,831 100% 

*The grand total does not include the category  
 

"PERMANENT ON THE STREET". 
 

The categorisation of street children by activity was defined as follows: 

Fixed business: doing business that is rooted in a location; e.g. selling basic consumer items or  
working in a fixed retail premises.  
 

Moveable business: selling of small goods like ice water or other perishable or non-perishable items,  
and moving from one place to another. 
 

any form or manual work that does not involve selling of goods. The kayeye (girls) Casual workers: 
and shoe-shiners (boys) come into this category.  
 

a street-connected child or youth who is not engaged in any kind of income generating Jobless: 
activity at the time of counting.  
 

 any child or youth asking for food or money as a means of survival.  Beggars:
 

 a girl either involved in conversation or advertising herself with a Commercial Sex Workers (CSWs):
view to engage in transactional sex - generally observed at night in specific locations. Identification of 
girls engaged in commercial sex work draws on the assumptions of the headcounters and their 
knowledge of locations where transactional sex is common. 
 

Pregnant Girls girls observed to be pregnant. :  

Please see paragraph 3.3 above for a further exploration of these categories. 
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5.1. Age range 
The age range to be included in the count was defined as 0-18 years of age. Due to the observational 

nature of the methodology where there was no direct interaction with the street connected children and 

youth, the headcount teams operated with two sub-ranges within that: 0-5 and 6-18. The group 

decided it would be too difficult and too much guesswork to try and estimate the children’s ages within 

narrower age ranges.  

 

5.2. Gender 

The headcount found an unusually high ratio of girls compared to boys: 5455 girls and 2376 boys, or 

2.3 to 1. This can to a large extent be explained by the common practice of girls coming to the streets 

in urban areas to work as kayeye (porters). 

 

                    Fig 1. Girls to Boys Ratio 

Though the ratio of girls to boys is higher in 0-5 category – 388 girls to 302 boys – it is in the 6-18 age 

category that we find the marked difference, with much more than double the amount of girls to boys.  

 

      Fig 2. Girls to Boys ratio according to age 
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5.3. Activities according to age and gender 

By far the largest category counted was female casual workers and this is to a large extent due to the 

common presence of kayeye (female porters) on the streets. A total of 2,150 female casual workers 

were found, accounting for 39.41% of the girls on the streets, and the majority of these were kayeye. 

For boys, the largest category involved in an activity were those doing moveable business. 568 boys 

were in this category, making up 23.91% of boys observed on the streets.  

The largest overall category of boys was the jobless category, ie: at the time of counting, they were not 

engaged in any form of economic activity. 1,103 boys were in this category, which was nearly half of all 

boys (46.42%). By coincidence, the same number of girls was found in the jobless category, but as the 

total of girls is much larger, this made up only 20.22% of the total of girls. It should be noted that many 

of these children and youth will most likely be involved in some form of economic activity at other times 

of the day, but when they were observed they were not involved in any activity. 

In the other significant categories for boys, 369 (15.53%) were involved in a fixed business and 313 

(13.7%) were doing casual work, which to a large extent was shoe-shining. 

 

 

    Fig 3. Categories according to gender 
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The second largest category of girls was those having a moveable business. This involves moving 

around on the streets, in the markets and by the bus stations selling perishable and non-perishable 

good. There were 1,366 girls in this category, making up 25.04% of the total. 

 

            Fig 4. Categories, girls  

A relatively small amount of beggars were observed - only 18 girls and 23 boys. Street-involved girls 

and boys who do manual labor or sell items are generally accepted as a normal part of the city in 

Kumasi. Begging, however, is generally not accepted in the community and is discouraged; this may 

explain why so few beggars were observed. 

 

            Fig 5. Categories, boys 
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The majority of children under six years of age were observed in the jobless category - 450 out of 690, 

or 65.2%. This was not surprising.  

 

     Fig 6. Categories, both genders by age 

Nonetheless, a significant number were engaged in a fixed business, selling small goods. 226 boys 

and girls were counted doing this, making up 32.8% of the total of under-sixes. The presence of these 

very young children on the streets, unsupervised, is a major concern.  

5.4. Permanent on the streets according to age and gender 

Attempts to get exact numbers of children who actually live on the streets are fraught with difficulties. 

The most reliable way is to visit areas late at night where street-connected girls and boys are known to 

be, and areas where they sleep. However, security concerns and difficulties of observation in largely 

dark areas renders it problematic to get the full picture. The numbers presented here are only a 

snapshot of some areas where counting was undertaken. The true number of children who are 

permanently on the streets is believed to be higher.  

A total of 649 children were counted in the category ‘permanently on the streets’. This makes up 

8.29% of the children and youth counted overall. The split was fairly even between the genders - 337 

were girls and 312 boys. A significant number of children under six were observed - 131 boys and girls 

were found, about a fifth of the total of those believed to be permanently on the streets (20.18%). 
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       Fig 7. Permanently on the streets according to age and gender 

5.5. Pregnant girls 

40 pregnant girls were counted. Here, too, exact figures are difficult to establish as only girls in the 

later stages of pregnancy would show clear enough signs of being pregnant for the headcounters to be 

able to establish it by observation alone. Again, the real figure is likely to be higher. 

5.6. Commercial sex workers 

Girls involved in commercial sex work is mainly counted at night, as this is the time the majority of this 

activity takes place. Being able to count this category relies on knowing where the central areas for 

transactional sex are, and there are issues around personal safety for the headcounters when entering 

these areas. 91 girls, making up 1.67% of the total number of girls were observed either involved in 

conversation or advertising themselves with a view to engage in transactional sex. 

5.7. Children and youth with disabilities 

Only one child with disability was observed during the headcount;  one view is that disabled children 

remain hidden and stigmatized in Ghanaian society.  
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5.8. Concentration of children and youth on the streets according to area 

Central Kumasi was split into four zones for the headcount, and there were significant variations in 
numbers in the different zones. The largest populations were in the Central Market (zone B) and 
Kejetia  (zone C), with 3,027 street-connected girls and boys in the former and 2,729 in the latter. The 
highest ratio of girls was found in Adum (zone A) and Central Market with 78.08% and 77.80% 
respectively. 
 

Adum (Zone A)  
 

 Central Adum up to Railways market, to Afua Kobe Avenue.
 
A total of 1,378 street connected girls and boys were counted in this area, 
with a very high proportion of girls. The majority, 59.29% (638), were in 
the casual worker category, predominantly kayeye. The majority of the 
boys observed in this area were jobless. 189 out of the 302 boys 
(62.58%) were jobless at the time of counting.  
 
A total of 44 girls and boys under the age of six were observed here, and 
a total of 59 of all ages were deemed to belong to the permanent on the 
street category. 
 

 Fig 8. Zone A by gender 
 
 

Central Market (Zone B)  

 
Inside the market and outside up to Afua Kobe street to Adonten NE 
street and on the Kumasi –Accra rail line. 
 
The Central Market are had 3,027 street connected children which was 
38.65% of the total in central Kumasi.  As in the Adum area, the majority 
were female casual workers – 1,237 out of 2,355 (52.53%), and 28.20% 
of the girls had a moveable business. The highest proportion of boys was 
in the jobless category (42.56%). The other boys counted were split fairly 
even between fixed business (21.73%), moveable business (19.49%) 
and casual worker (14.88%).  
 
This area had 209 children in 0-5 range, and 125 who were permanent 
on the street.  
                                                                                                                          Fig 9. Zone B by gender 
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  Kejetia (Zone C)
 

Kejetia Lorry park, behind Kumasi Zoo up to Asanteman Secondary School 
on the Mampong road, Back to Owusu Afriyie street up to junction on 

 Adonten NE Street)
 
The numbers for the Kejetia area was 2,729 (34.85% of the total). It had a 
more even split between girls and boys, and also a more even split 
between the categories. The highest ratio of girls was not casual workers in 
this area (18.40%), they had a moveable business (28.04%). The highest 
ratios for boys were jobless (39.14%) and moveable business (29.34%). 
This area had the highest number of children under six, 295 in total. 251 
were permanent on the street.                   
 

Fig 10. Zone C by gender 
 
 

Asafo (Zone D)  
 
Asafo Market and around the market, Asafo main Lorry park, and 
behind  the cold stores on the Kumasi-Takoradi Rail line up to Abinkyi 
area.  
 
This are had the smallest number of street-connected girls and boys, 
with 697 making up 8.9% of the total. The majority of both girls and 
boys in this area were jobless (40.5% and 69.62%).  
The area had high numbers of under-six compared to the total number 
of children (141) and also a high number of children permanent on the 
street, with almost a third of the children at 214 girls and boys. 
 

      
                       Fig 11. Zone D by gender 
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 6. Conclusions 

This headcount served several practical purposes. Firstly, to be able to plan services for street 

connected children and youth it is necessary to have a clear and up to date overview of the street child 

population. Knowing where they are and who they are (in terms of age and activities they are engaged 

in) is crucial to effective implementation of interventions, and of planning for different target groups 

such as girls involved in commercial sex work for example. Secondly, to be able to lobby policy makers 

and funders it is likewise imperative to have an accurate and up to date profile of the street child 

population.  And thirdly, by bringing workers together from different agencies a strengthened network 

between the agencies is established, even when not necessarily formalized.  

The participants in the headcount were asked to fill in an evaluation form of the headcount training and 

process after the exercise was completed. The majority of participants agreed or strongly agreed with 

statements such as: the headcount reached its stated goals; it will make it easier to identify target 

areas;  it will make it easier to plan services. All the participants thought the process was well 

facilitated and they felt part of team, indicating it had been a positive experience. For future 

headcounts, StreetInvest will consider spending more time on ensuring the methodology is clearly 

understood and will seek ways to deepen participants understanding of how to be safe on the streets 

at night.   

It is hoped that the information provided in this report will be of use to the various stakeholders in 

Kumasi and further afield, including local government, community-based organisations and 

national/international NGOs in the area. The figures confirm the need to increase the focus on working 

with street-connected girls in particular as well as aiming to understand their aspirations and 

motivations in life more generally  - it has provided a useful first step for the Kumasi street work team 

to begin their vital work on the streets. We are grateful to Barclays Ghana for enabling these first steps 

on the larger journey on the street to be taken.  

 

 

 


